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FOLLOWING SENT SECSTATE INFO DEA JUSTICE, DOD, CINCPAC, 
BANGKOK FROM SAIGON ON JUL 04. RPTD TO YOU: 

QUOTE 
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TAGS: SNAR VS 

SUBJECT: DESTRUCTION OF SEIZED HEROIN 
BANGKOK FOR DEA 

1. APPROXIMATELY ONE-HUNDRED KILOS OF PURE HEROIN WAS 
DESTROYED BY BURNING THIS MORNING AT A PUBLIC CEREMONY 
IN DOWNTOWN SAIGON. 

2. MINISTER OF JUSTICE THU, MINISTER OF FINANCE TRUNG, 
GENERAL LAM, ADMIRAL CANG, AND A LARGE NUMBER OF 
MILITARY, POLICE, AND CUSTOMS OFFICIALS PRESIDED THIS 
MORNING OVER A CEREMONY AT WHICH AWARDS WERE GIVEN TO 
VIETNAMESE POLICE AND MILITARY OFFICERS WHO HAVE BEEN 
ACTIVE IN THE NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION PROGRAM. AWARDS WERE 
ALSO GIVEN TO CHARGE D'AFFAIRES CHARLES S. WHITEHOUSE, 

DEA REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR FRED C. DICK, SPECIAL 
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GREENE, AND SPECIAL AGENT JOSEPH DALY. THE CEREMONY 
CLOSED WITH THE PUBLIC BURNING OF ONE-HUNDRED KILOS OF PURE 
HEROIN. THE HEROIN WAS SAMPLED FOR FURTHER TESTING BY MR. 
STANLEY SOBEL, CHIEF CHEMIST, SPECIAL TESING AND RESEARCH 
LABORATORY, DEA. MR. SOBEL CONDUCTED SAMPLE TESTING 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES JUST PRIOR 
TO BURNING. 

3. WE BELIEVE THAT THIS IS THE LARGEST PUBLIC DESTRUCTION 
OF SEIZED HEROIN EVER CONDUCTED. WE ESTIMATE THAT AT 
CURRENT STREET PRICES IN THE U.S. THE VALUE OF THE HEROIN 
DESTROYED WOULD BE APPROXIMATELY $25 MILLION. 

4. THE SAIGON CEREMONY WAS COVERED BY THE LOCAL AND 
FOREIGN PRESS, INCLUDING SEVERAL TELEVISION NETWORKS. WE 
RECOMMEND. HOWEVER. THAT THE DEPARTMENT AND DEA TAKE 
STEPS TO PUBLICIZE THIS EVENT WHICH DEMONSTRATES THE 
EFFECTIVENESS OF CURRENT INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THE 
NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION FIELD. WE NOTE THAT MR. BARTELS 

HAS JUST ASSUMED HIS DUTIES AS ACTING ADMINISTRATOR, DEA, 
AND HE MAY FIND IT OPPORTUNE TO ALLUDE TO THIS EVENT IN 
A FORTHCOMING PUBLIC APPEARANCE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
UNQUOTE RUSH 



UNCLASSIFIED 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 09 JUL 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE1 33441 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: IO/HDC:EPNOZIGLIA:NVB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730746/aaaabhie.tel 

Line Count: 85 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN 10 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: hilburpw 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <16-Jan-2002 by maustmo; APPROVED <08 MAR 2002 by hilburpw> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DESTRUCTION OF SEIZED HEROIN BANGKOK FOR DEA 
TAGS: SNAR, VS 
To: GENEVA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




